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A Year in Review, News & Helpful Tips 
 
On behalf of the Parish Council may I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all 
of our new residents. We very much hope that you are settling well into village life. My 
thanks go to all new and existing residents for their continued support in making Shotteswell 
a nice place to live. 
It has been a busy year in Shotteswell as you will discover over the next few pages. 
 
 
Library Dates for 2026 

 
The Mobile Library calls at the bus shelter on Tuesday’s between 10.30 am and 11.15 pm 
(45 minutes). See timetable below 
Warwickshire Libraries offer a new eBook and eAudiobook service, BorrowBox, where you 
can download eBooks and eAudiobooks twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. 
 Replacing the RBdigital service, BorrowBox is the only app of its kind in the world with an 
inbuilt eBook reader and eAudiobook player. 
On your smartphone, on your iPad, on your home computer, BorrowBox means the doors to 
your local library never close. In a constantly expanding selection, you can access eBooks 
and eAudiobooks around the clock from the very best authors. 
Elegant, intuitive and simple to operate and enjoy, BorrowBox can be used online and with 
all Apple iOS and Google Android devices. 
The BorrowBox app is available free through the App Store and Google Play. eBooks and 
eAudiobooks can be downloaded directly from the app or from the Warwickshire libraries 
website: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries 



To renew your books, order some more, or enquire about Home Delivery service contact 
01926 851031. 

 
Below are the dates when the Mobile Library will be in Shotteswell: (Hawkes Point) 
 

April 14th May 12th June 9th 

July 7th August 4th September 1st & 29th 

October 27th November 24th December 22nd 

 
If you are not already registered for library services you can also do this on line 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries 
 
Elections 
 
There are not any elections as such this year aside from a 
by-election for a new District Councillor to join Cllr Natalie 
Gist. The election will take place on the 7th of May. We 
say farewell to Cllr Nigel Rock who has served since 2003 
at Stratford District Council. Nigel wishes to pass on his 
thanks for the support that residents have given to him 
over the years. Nigel has stepped down for personal 
reasons but wishes his successor well. 
 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries


 
 
The Election for a new County Councillor 
which took place on 1st May 2025 
returned the intrepid Cllr Chris Mills 
(Conservative). Why intrepid you may 
ask? Chris has just undertaken a Wing 
Walk in aid of Prostate Cancer, the day 
before his 80th Birthday, raising over 
£5,000 for this charity close to his heart. 
be contacted on  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Council Casual Vacancy returned David 
Sadler last year. 



Road Works 
 

This past winter has presented significant challenges with potholes due to the exceptionally 
wet weather conditions. Residents can be assured that any potholes or road defects 
identified are promptly reported. 

While this is a nationwide issue, Warwickshire’s road maintenance standards remain 
generally high. Urgent repairs will, of course, be prioritised. 

Potholes have been reported along the B4100 between the junctions at Second Turn, Back 
Hill, Bakehouse Lane, and Church Lane. 

Following communication with the Highways team, arrangements have been made for 
gullies to be dug at Second Turn to improve drainage. This should help alleviate the issue of 
standing water in the area. 

A considerable amount of time 
has been dedicated to 
addressing multiple water leaks 
along Mollington Road. Initially, 
these concerns were dismissed 
by Severn Trent Water, 
however, continued persistence 
resulted in the identification and 
successful repair of three 
separate leaks. 

Concerns have also been 
raised regarding Bakehouse 
Lane, where a partial road 
collapse occurred. This was 
addressed through the 
installation of a larger 
replacement land drain. Despite 
these works, issues remain 
ongoing and have been formally 
reported for further 
investigation. 

It should be noted that gullies 
within the village are maintained 
on a three-year cyclical 
cleaning programme. As a result, jetting operations are typically only undertaken in 
circumstances where there is a demonstrable risk to life or property due to flooding. The 
Clerk regularly clears the gully tops. 

It is anticipated that surface dressing works may be carried out next year, however, this has 
yet to be formally confirmed. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Potholes, 
Second Turn. 
 
Flooding 
Second Turn. 
New Drain 
Bakehouse 
Lane. 
 
Road patching Mollington Road. 
A selection of the many road issues that we try to keep 
on top of. 



Slow Road Markings 

At the request of the Parish Council, we arranged for the “SLOW” road markings to be 
repainted, as they had become almost completely worn away. 

There has been a noticeable increase in traffic along Second Turn, with some drivers 
appearing not to fully consider the road conditions. Following a prolonged request, approval 
was eventually granted for an additional “SLOW” marking on Second Turn. 

I would like to express my thanks to the Clerk for her persistence in securing this outcome, 
and to Highways for their agreement. The new road marking has been installed just before 
Redlands Farm. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trees 
 
Although the Parish Council funds the routine maintenance of roadside verges on an annual 
basis, there are occasional instances where unforeseen issues arise, such as fallen or 
overhanging branches encroaching onto the roadway.  
 
When such situations occur, the Parish Council makes every reasonable effort to respond 
promptly and arrange for the matter to be addressed. This was the case with the recent 
incidents reported on Mollington Road and Middle Lane, where appropriate action was taken 
to manage and resolve the obstruction, usually I attend to these issues having the necessary 
equipment and am sometimes assisted by Cllr Pearson. 
 
 A further tree has fallen by the entrance to the playing field and this will be resolved shortly. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone Reconfigurations  

Following a resident experiencing a loss of telephone and internet services, it was identified 
that squirrels had caused significant damage by chewing through the overhead cables. As a 
result, BT advised that a simple reconnection to the existing pole was not feasible. Concerns 
were raised regarding overcrowding on the pole, as well as the existing cables being 
positioned too low across the road, necessitating a more comprehensive solution involving 
repositioning at a greater height. 

In addition, the attending engineer highlighted that several other cables in the vicinity had 
also sustained damage and were at risk of failure. This raised wider concerns for 
neighbouring residents, with a clear need to prevent further disruption and ensure continuity 
of service across the area. 

Over the course of approximately twelve months, multiple site visits and discussions took 
place with BT engineers to identify and agree upon a suitable reconfiguration. An initial 
proposal suggested the installation of a new telegraph pole on the Village Green side of the 
road. However, this option was not considered acceptable, particularly in light of the Parish 
Council’s longstanding efforts to reduce the number of telegraph poles within the village. 
Furthermore, such an installation would have had an adverse impact on a nearby resident. 

Through persistence and careful consideration, the Clerk worked diligently to explore 
alternative, less intrusive solutions. Ultimately, a revised approach was agreed, made 
possible through the cooperation and goodwill of a local householder. This solution 
successfully delivered a number of key benefits, including improved security and reliability of 



service, a reduction in the number of cables crossing 
the road, avoidance of installing an additional pole 
and full compliance with relevant health and safety 
requirements. 

The Parish Council would like to place on record its 
sincere thanks to the householder for their invaluable 
assistance. Their willingness to accommodate the 
works was essential in achieving a positive outcome 
for the wider community. 

I would like to extend our appreciation to the Clerk 
for her perseverance and commitment in pursuing a 
solution that balanced practicality with the best 
interests of residents and the local environment.  

Sewerage Works 

Residents may have been wondering what has been 
taking place for these many months at the sewerage 
works. 

A new filtration system has been installed to improve 
the quality of the discharge into the local water 
system, which is very important. There was also a 
new pipe installed on the corner of Middle 
Lane/Bakehouse Road junction. This doesn’t mean 
that capacity has been increased, just that the 
current system has been vastly improved.  



New Road Garages. 
 
Residents may be interested to 
know that a number of the garages 
were previously left empty, as they 
were not in a suitable condition to be 
rented out. We have made efforts to 
encourage Orbit to carry out the 
necessary improvements so these 
garages can be brought back into 
use as rentable units. 
 
We are delighted that this work has 
now been carried out and that 
several of our residents have been 
able to avail themselves of these 
units, we understand that there may 
still be one available to rent. 
 
The refurbished garages have a 
new door and lock and the whole 
block benefitted from a new roof. 
 
The number to contact if you are 
interested in the garage is displayed 
on the door of the garage. 
 
New Road Green, grassed area has 
also been added to the regular 
programme of mowing from this 
year. 
 
The green and the splays are now in 
the ownership of the Parish Council. 
This was undertaken to benefit our 
residents at New Road. 
 
Telephone Kiosk 

At the time of last year’s Chairman’s 
report, the telephone kiosk was 
once again under threat. I am 
pleased to report that we have 
successfully secured its retention, ensuring it remains available, particularly in times of 
power cuts and emergencies. To help maintain this valuable resource, residents are 
encouraged to make occasional calls from the kiosk. 



During the year, it came to our attention that the telephone was not functioning. This has 
now been repaired and is fully operational. 

In addition, the surrounding path has been cleared once again. Our sincere thanks go to 
Gordon for his continued efforts in keeping the area tidy. 

Our kiosk looks set for fame as a film crew were spotted on several occasions filming at the 
box! 

 

Jan Burgess Commemorative Tree 

The Parish Council wished to plant a commemorative tree in memory of our much loved and 
highly respected councillor, Jan. A keen gardener, as all who knew her will remember, it was 
felt that a tree would be a fitting tribute. In consultation with her family, a suitable tree was 
selected, and residents were invited to attend the planting. 

Although the weather forecast predicted heavy rain, the conditions improved just as we 
gathered, allowing us to share a few words and complete the planting together. The following 
week, a commemorative plaque was installed, providing a further opportunity for residents to 
come together and pay their respects. 

The tree has been placed in a prominent position and has been underplanted with snowdrop 
and daffodil bulbs in her honour, creating a lasting and meaningful tribute. 

These are the words spoken at the ceremony for anyone who wasn’t able to be present. 



“Thank you all for coming here today to see Jan’s tree planted. It means a great deal to 
gather together in her honour and to mark her memory with something living, rooted and 
lasting. 

Jan was not only a much respected and deeply valued member of the council, but also a 
true friend to so many of us. Her presence brought steadiness, warmth and a sense of 
shared purpose to every room she entered. 

You could always rely on Jan for sage 
wisdom, unwavering support and quiet 
loyalty. She had a gift for listening 
carefully, offering thoughtful guidance 
and helping others find clarity in the 
moments that mattered. Her 
contribution to our community went far 
beyond her role, she was part of the 
heart of village life. 

She will always be missed, but she will 
also always be remembered. And as 
this tree grows, it will stand as a 
symbol of her strength, kindness and 
the enduring impact she had on us all.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steps & Footpaths 
 

It had long been recognised that the steps leading to the footpaths had reached the end of 
their natural lifespan. Having been repaired on numerous occasions over the years, they had 
begun to deteriorate to the point where they posed a potential safety hazard. Following 
discussions with members of the footpath team and with their full support, we undertook the 
project of replacing the steps to ensure continued safe access for all users. 

As is often the case with such projects, the process proved more complex than initially 
anticipated. However, we persevered, and once the necessary approvals had been secured 
and suitable quotations obtained, work commenced on the replacement. We are pleased to 
confirm that the project was successfully completed. 

During the course of the work, a commemorative plaque was discovered on the side of the 
original steps. This plaque, which acknowledges the contribution of the former footpath 
team, was carefully preserved and reinstated on the new structure as a tribute to their 
original efforts and vision. David Holman fondly recalled the original installation, even 
remembering how the steps were once laid out in his garage and was particularly pleased to 
see their renewal. 

Although the bannister was added at a later date, it has since become an integral part of the 
structure and has been retained as part of the updated design. We are confident that these 
improvements will ensure many more years of safe and reliable use, while also providing 
reassurance to both local residents and the footpath team, who no longer need to be 
concerned about the condition of the steps. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Council was alerted to a further incident involving obstruction of a public footpath 
and fly tipping. This particular case involved a quantity of discarded wood that had been 
thrown into the brook situated in the field leading towards the M40. 



Upon being notified, the Clerk contacted the landowner to investigate the matter. It was 
confirmed that the landowner was not responsible for the materials, which were identified as 
remnants from recent fencing works carried out alongside the M40. 

The wood was safely retrieved and disposed of 
appropriately, ensuring that it no longer posed a risk to 
local wildlife or obstructed the natural flow of water. 

The Parish Council would like to express its sincere 
thanks to the landowner for addressing the issue so 
quickly and responsibly. 

Fly Tipping 

There has been a noticeable increase in fly-tipping 
incidents recently, particularly in the B4100 lay-by and 
along Mollington Road. While these incidents are 
reported promptly, the ongoing cost of clearing the 
waste places a continued financial burden on the local 
district council. 

It is unclear whether this rise may be linked to the 
recent changes at the Alkerton Household Waste 
Recycling Centre, which now operates a booking only system and charges a £15 fee per 
visit for non Oxfordshire residents. The Parish Council has raised this matter with the County 
Council, exploring whether reciprocal arrangements with neighbouring authorities could be 
introduced, given the site’s close proximity. Such arrangements are already in place 
elsewhere, for example, some counties utilise facilities in Warwickshire, which helps to 
minimise unnecessary travel. 

We are also aware that several Oxfordshire councillors are advocating for a review of these 
new measures and we support their efforts. 

For residents seeking alternative facilities, the nearest recycling centres are: 

Wellesbourne Household Waste Recycling Centre (CV35 9QZ) – located opposite the 
entrance to Sainsbury’s. This site is open on Mondays (excluding bank holidays) and 
weekends, although opening hours vary between summer and winter. 

Leamington Spa Recycling Centre, Princes Drive (CV31 3PH) – open daily. Typical hours 
are 9:30am–3:15pm on weekdays 
and 8:30am–5:45pm on weekends, 
with reduced winter hours 
(weekends 8:30am–4:15pm). 

Residents are encouraged to check 
current opening times before 
travelling. 

 



On a more positive note the council will now accept plastic 
flower pots which will reduce the amount going to land fill, 
see below for guidance on this new initiative. 

There have been several incidents of refuse lorry fires where 
batteries have not been kept separate from the general 
waste, please leave these in a separate bag on top of your 
bins to help protect the refuse collectors. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Did you know that it currently costs 
Stratford around £300k per year to remove 
contamination from kerbside recycling. 
 
Around 42 tonnes of food waste incorrectly 
went into the blue lidded bin and around 
1,622 tonnes was non recyclable waste 
such as sanitary waste/nappies, 
construction waste, clinical waste and 
liquids. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Always wash out containers to avoid contamination, 
this will in the long term reduce the costs to 
residents. 
Remember to renew your green garden waste 
subscription 1st April to the 31st March each year. 
Call 01789 260628, or 
www.stratford.gov.uk/garden-waste  

http://www.stratford.gov.uk/garden-waste


 

Date Blue Green Grey Food   Date Blue Green Grey Food 

6/5 √ √  √   11/11    √ 

13/5   √ √   18/11 √ √ √ √ 

20/5 √ √  √   25/11    √ 

27/5    √   2/12 √ √  √ 

3/6 √ √ √ √   9/12   √ √ 

10/6    √   16/12 √ √  √ 

17/6 √ √  √   23/12    √ 

24/6   √ √   30/12 √  √ √ 

1/7 √ √  √   6/1    √ 

8/7    √   13/1 √ √  √ 

15/7 √ √ √ √   20/1   √ √ 

22/7    √   27/1 √ √  √ 

29/7 √ √  √   3/2    √ 

5/8   √ √   10/2 √ √ √ √ 

12/8 √ √  √   17/2    √ 

19/8    √   24/2 √ √  √ 

26/8 √ √ √ √   3/3   √ √ 

2/9    √   10/3 √ √  √ 

9/9 √ √  √   17/3    √ 

16/9   √ √   24/3 √ √ √ √ 

23/9 √ √  √   31/3    √ 

30/9    √   7/4 √ √  √ 

7/10 √ √ √ √   14/4   √ √ 

14/10    √   21/4 √ √  √ 

21/10 √ √  √   28/4    √ 

28/10   √ √   5/5 √ √ √ √ 

4/11 √ √  √   12/5    √ 

Waste Collection timetable for 26/27 Blue (Recyclables) Grey (Non Recyclables ) 



Please note that green waste collection will take place 
on 16th December and then be suspended until 13th of 
January 2027 as is customary. 
 
Christmas collection dates will not alter this year. 
 
Anyone who has a live Christmas tree and wishes to 
recycle it more naturally, please contact Emily Pearson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.stratford.gov.uk/postal-votes 
 
Or call 01789 267575 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stratford.gov.uk/postal-votes


PSA (Prostate Screening tests) & Diabetes/cholesterol tests are 
being offered at £14 per test between 10am and 2pm, the 
nearest centres to Shotteswell are: 
9th May Graham Adams Centre at Southam CV47 OLY  
20th May at Wellesbourne Village Hall CV35 9NH 
20th June at Shipston Scout Hall CV36 4EW 
 
Tests must be booked in advance : https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk  
 
Children’s Playing Field 

In order to enhance the security of residents whose properties back onto the playing field, 
new, more robust fencing has recently been installed. This improvement has been made 
following careful consideration of resident concerns and aims to provide a safer and more 
secure environment for those affected. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind all residents who own dogs to be 
mindful and considerate of others. In particular, we kindly request that dogs are not taken 
onto the playing field. This area is primarily intended for use by children and families and it is 
important to maintain a clean, safe, and welcoming space for their activities. 

We continue to receive a number of complaints regarding this matter, and your cooperation 
in respecting this request is greatly appreciated. By working together, we can help ensure 
the playing field remains a pleasant and safe environment for everyone in the community. 

 

Following a few intermittent power cuts we discovered that a pole on the Mollington Road 
was arching, the Parish Council contacted the electricity company and they have rectified 
the fault. 
 

https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk


 
 Our thanks to National Grid for 
their prompt attention. 
 
Poppy Wreath and village 
collection 
 
Once again our thanks to all 
residents who support the village 
collection, it is a reflection of the 
generosity of this parish. 
 
This year's collection raised the 
sum of £261.12. 
 
 

This year’s wreath has been 
laid in the church beneath the 
war memorial. Following 
extensive research, we have 
now obtained photographs of 
all but one of the brave 
servicemen who gave their 
lives for their country. 

Please visit our website to 
learn more about the stories 
we have uncovered. 

 
Green Salt Bins 

This winter has seen relatively little snowfall, however, we did experience some significant 
periods of ice. We extend our thanks to all those who assisted with salting the lanes, an act 
which greatly supports those less able and can make a meaningful difference within the 
community. Please continue to use salt sparingly, as even a small amount is effective in 
melting ice. 

This also brought to mind the period some years ago when the Two Turns were not gritted 
and the considerable effort made by the Parish Council to have this addressed. This remains 
an important part of local history that newer residents may not be aware of. 

It is also worth noting that comparably sized parishes such as Avon Dassett, with properties 
on similar terrain, have three grit bins, Northend has four and Warmington has three. In 
contrast, our parish benefits from fourteen strategically placed grit bins, provided over the 
years by the Parish Council and replenished by Warwickshire County Council. Please notify 
the Clerk if any grit bins are found to be empty so that arrangements can be made for timely 
replenishment of salt 



Finance 

Please find below the Parish Council accounts for this year. We remain committed to 
delivering the highest standard of services while maintaining a careful awareness of the 
financial impact on our residents. 

Through continued diligence and prudent financial management, we have maintained the 
parish precept at £6,500. This has been achieved 
despite drawing on a significant portion of our reserves 
during the year. 

When you compare this with other similar size villages :  
 
 
Shotteswell Band D £52.13 precept £6,500 
Avon Dassett Band D £179.15 precept £20,252 
Farnborough Band D £120.07 precept £15,666 
Warmington Band D £64.40 precept £11,972 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comparison bills for the two 
demands. 
 

Fete 
Another successful fete was 
held in the Children’s Playing 
Field, the weather was much 
kinder last year and we hope 
this will hold true for this year 
too.   The Fete is set for 

Saturday 4th of July. 
Plans are underway 
and offers of produce 
for the hampers in 
particular are sought. 



More information is available on
www.shotteswellvillage.co.uk

Please consider joining the church’s easy
fundraising page. It doesn’t cost you
anything, the price you pay for goods
remains the same. Search
Easyfundraising.org.uk St Laurence
Church, Shotteswell.








